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When Nations and Economies Die 
 
Lat week I made this proposition, churches die when their leaders no longer hear the 
Word of God.  The same holds true of political leaders and economic leaders...nations 
and economies die when their leaders no longer hear the voice of God. 
 
Let me set the background for you in what I am doing in the current series of blogs.  I 
don't want to give the impression of an endless commentary of bad news.  I want to 
give you a means whereby you can understand what I believe the Lord is doing 
specifically here in South Africa both to judge the nation as well as to restore the 
nation to its true calling.  I am a fervent believer in the future of this nation....as a 
place on planet earth that is going to be an "ensign to the nations", a sign of a 
miraculous recovery from death to life. 
 
That means that God is speaking not only to Christian leaders but to the political 
realm as well as the economic and social realm.   
 
My thesis is this:  Our nation is dying because our leaders have stopped listening and 
obeying the voice of God. And remember my point of last week...God speaks to all 
men through His statute law of the written Word (scripture) and through the inner 
voice of the Holy Spirit to their conscience. 
 
Here is the essence of the problem illustrated last week about the church and the gay 
issue.  Church leaders have lost the faith in the power of the gospel of Christ to 
change people radically from the inside.  Unlike Paul who boldly declares, "I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Jesus Christ, for it is the power of God unto salvation".  
They have stopped believing that gospel of Jesus Christ is powerful enough for 
deliverance from a homosexual lifestyle....so they have decided to deny it is sin.  My 
prediction: Any church that shuts out the voice of the Spirit of God is a church that is 
abandoned by God and is dying. 
 
Now let me take the same principle to our political and economic realm with this 
prediction:  Any political party or economic system that stops hearing what the Lord 
is saying to our nation and substitutes God's Word with their own agenda is a nation 
that God has abandoned and is dying. 
 
Here is a secret not much discussed in political circles:  Most of the members of all 
the political parties and especially their MP's, office bearers and civil servants are 
Christians or come from a Christian background.  How do I know?  Because 80% of 
South Africans are Christians and 46% are actually charismatic or Pentecostal 
evangelicals,  And yet there is no fruit to show for it...we are like that fig tree the 
Jesus approached which had lots of leaves, lots of promise of fruit to be plucked but 
when He came close to examine it there was no fruit.  He cursed it and it died. 
 



In Romans I referred you to that portion in chapter 1 that spoke of people who 
knowing the Word of God but persisted in their sin....scripture says that God 
abandoned them to "reprobate minds".  Meaning minds that can no longer respond to 
right and wrong from the voice of God.  The same happens in politics and the 
economy. 
 
Here is an interesting fact about political reprobates who once professed Christ but 
lost the faith.... 
- Jean-Jacques Rousseau began his career as a student in a Catholic seminary studying 
to be a priest. 
- Adam Weishaupt the founder of the radical Illuminati group was a professor of 
church law at the University of Ingolstadt in Bavaria. 
- Maximillien Robespierre the leader of the French Revolution was a prize winning 
graduate of church school in Arras france. 
- Karl Marx and Frederick Engels had both been fervent Christians in their younger 
days. Karl Marx wrote a wonderful essay in those days called "On the Union of the 
Faithfull with Christ" of which I will quote a small part..."The history of peoples 
teaches us the necessity of our union with Christ....Who would not willingly endure 
sorrows when he knows that through his continuing in Christ, through his works God 
himself is exalted and his own fulfillment raises up the Lord of Creation". 
-  Joseph Stalin had been a seminary student in his youth. 
 
What happened to these people?  What has happened to our own political leaders here 
in South Africa who were raised as Christians? 
 
The answer to that question is the same as to what happened to church leaders who 
know the Word of God.  The answer is they do not trust in the power of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ to change people and thereby to change society.  They lost their faith in 
the power of God and His promise to bless all mankind. 
 
What these politicians, and our own in South Africa have done though is to learn from 
their Christian training how to substitute political power to change the world using the 
key concepts of the gospel of Christ but abandoning Christ: 
 
First they have a doctrine of progress:  The hope of man is the successful revolution.  
The proletariat will be triumphant in history.  Those who align themselves with the 
party, the one true representative of the people, align themselves with victory and will 
be the beneficiaries of that victory. 
 
Secondly they have a doctrine of providence.  Instead of the doctrine of the wonderful 
providence of God for all mankind they have substituted the party will provide 
through control of the state and its resources. 
 
Thirdly the have a doctrine of predestination:  That means that the narrative of history 
id driven by materialistic forces expressed through class struggles. The essence of 
dialectical materialism is that the victory of the proletariat is predestinated as long as 
it controls the resources of production...and the party will ensure that the elect will 
inherit the kingdom on earth. 
 



Politicians do not trust God and His gospel and His kingdom to produce the results of 
poverty alleviation, health, housing, education....they have abrogated those tasks to 
themselves as their program of salvation of the people through political power. 
 
In 2012 our current President Cyril Ramaphosa was vice President of South Africa. In 
that position within his political part in the ANC his job was to head up the party's 
"cadre deployment" into the state civil service and public enterprises.  What we as a 
nation got was an enormous amount of people who did not have the experience or 
qualifications to run public enterprises or companies or organizations but they did 
have access to the enormous resources of the state. What we as a nation got was a 
failed state, failed public enterprises and massive looting of state resources. 
 
In 2015 the same Mr. Ramaphosa was delegated by his party to head a "war room" to 
fix the failed enterprises like Eskom.  The national blackouts of power are worse now 
than then. 
 
The word of God is clear....God gave the civil authorities the power of the sword to 
exercise justice and judgment. They are not given the task of running the economy. 
But they do not do their first basic job. There is quick judgment in court for any stupid 
racists who call our fellow black citizens "k.....rs".  And rightly so.  There is no quick 
judgment two years after one of the biggest bank robberies in history when the 
management of the VBS Bank stole R1,9 billion....it is common knowledge who did 
it, where the money went...but not one person in court or in jail two years later. 
 
Our government executes helpless innocent babies in a mother's womb...but will not 
do what scripture tells them to do...execute murderers. 
 
What is happening?....God has given up our leaders to reprobate minds.  Regardless of 
the fact that most come from a Christian background and many are even now on a 
Sunday morning in church.  When it comes to election time they are quick to get 
invitations to Christian churches and big gatherings of Christians. But God is no 
longer speaking to them or through them. 
 
This culture of corruption is like a spreading cancer throughout our nation.  The 
Zondo commission of enquiry for a year has been hearing evidence of corruption in 
our state enterprises, our municipalities, our corporations....it is sickening and 
disheartening for honest hard working people who pay their taxes.  And yet still not 
one person in jail. 
 
There is a story in the book of Daniel chapter 5 that I see as a parable for our nation 
and our times.  The ruler of Babylon was Balshazzar.  The people of Israel were 
captives of Babylon, they had lost their land.  The great king called for a great feast. 
To show his contempt for the God of Israel he called for the vessels of the Temple of 
Jerusalem that Babylon had looted to be brought to the dining table so that his lords 
can eat off the golden plates and drink out of the gold cups.  While feasting off God's 
holy vessels a hand appeared and wrote on the wall of the banquet hall....'Mene Mene 
Tekel, Upharsin"..."Your kingdom has been weighed in the balances of God and 
found wanting....it will be taken away from you". 
 



There are politicians, political parties, corrupt business leaders...who think they can 
feast off the holy vessels of God...His people.  They think there is no God in heaven 
who judges the nations and their rulers and they are not responsible to God or His 
property.  They think they can feast off the poor and the needy.  They think they can 
take from the hard working and give to the lazy corrupt cadre's.  They think the 
kingdom is theirs for their use. 
 
Here is my prediction.  Look carefully and listen carefully when our minster of 
finance presents his budget speech in February.  It will be a horror show. It will be the 
writing on the wall.  It will reveal we as a nation are bankrupt and totally dependent 
on the continuing loans of money from foreigners to survive. That is because we sold 
off our productive national assets over the last 25 years to pay for a profligate, looting 
operation.  Now there is nothing left to sell.  The cupboard is bare.  More taxes 
needed, more people will leave, more useless promises of reform, more pleadings of 
just give us more time.  And people will begin to realize...there is no political 
solution, our politicians are clueless and there are no magic economic miracles 
available. 
 
Like a leper who progressively loses his extremities as the disease spreads, we are 
losing jobs and companies by the thousands.  This next year will be a national jobs 
bloodbath. Behind each of those lost jobs is a tragic family story.  Samancor will lay 
off thousands in Rustenburg because the electricity it needs to make ferro-chrome 
from chrome is now too costly.  The same is true of platinum smelters, steel works, 
small businesses. Companies that need clean water and reliable electricity from their 
municipality will fold. Productive enterprises that need competent leadership will still 
be given to the incompetent. Foreign investment will dry up, bond rates will increase.  
And I can give many more examples. 
 
What is the message here. Is there any good news?  Yes there is.  It is wake up time 
for the people of God in South Africa.  The church leaders are not yet woken up to the 
reality of what the plan of God is for South Africa.  They will ask you to pray for our 
leaders, pray for our government etc. At some point people will start asking the 
obvious questions...yes ok I am praying but how must I pray and what can we do? 
This is when the church is going to find out...there is a difference between the kind of 
Moses like leaders who can take you out of Egypt and around the wilderness with 
signs and wonders and miracle manna and thunder and lightening and healing from 
snakes....but if you want to go in and possess the land of promise you need a Joshua 
and Caleb generation.  There are leaders who talk about the promised land of milk and 
honey...and there are leaders who actually have a plan to take the land. God is going 
to do His own "cadre deployment" to rebuild the waste places, to create new 
productive assets for the kingdom of God and the blessing and employment of God's 
people.  Those new leaders are now being prepared. 
 
When the tithes and offerings start drying up as the economy implodes and key people 
leave for America or UK or Australia....the wake up call will become real among the 
church leaders.  But we are not there yet. 
 
When the question of Ezekiel about the future of Israel is asked about South 
Africa....'Can these bones live?", when you start to hear that in your church then know 



God will be ready with a prophetic revival. His Kingdom cadre's will be ready. And 
the whole world is going to hear about it.  
  


